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Psalm 46

Deus noster refugium
The Book of Common Prayer (1662)

GOD is our hope and strength : a very present help in trouble.

2. Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved : and though
the hills be carried into the midst of the sea;

3. Though the waters thereof rage and swell : and though the
mountains shake at the tempest of the same.

4. The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God :
the holy place of the tabernacle of the most Highest.

5. God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed :
God shall help her, and that right early.

6. The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved :
but God hath shewed his voice, and the earth shall melt away.

7. The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge.

8. O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : what destruction
he hath brought upon the earth.

9. He maketh wars to cease in all the world : he breaketh the bow,
and knappeth the spear in sunder, and burneth the chariots
in the fire.

10. Be still then, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among
the heathen, and I will be exalted in the earth.

11. The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge.

PARRY’S COMPOSITION

The three performances of the Symphonic Fantasia during 1913 were a measure of its relative success; it was in fact to be the last of his (Parry) major
works to receive such a degree of attention, though after its second performance at Queen’s Hall it was not played again during Parry’s lifetime and
remained barely known until it was recorded by Sir Adrian Boult in 1980. For the composer the work accorded an unusual satisfaction and its quality
of inspiration seemed to permeate the various works that were written it its wake. The first of these was an anthem, God is our Hope, written for the
259th Anniversary of the Festival of the Sons of the Clergy at St. Paul’'s Cathedral on 24 April 1913. Conceived for a large double choir, bass solo, and
orchestra, its broad sweeping choral gestures recapture something of the polyphonic splendour of Blest Pair of Sirens combined with the simple yet
expanded tonal scheme of I was glad.

Source: C. Hubert H. Parry - His Life and Music, Jeremy Dibble, Clarendon Press , 1992, p.462

ANTHEM PREMIERE
April 24, 1913

The 259th Festival of this Corporation was held in St. Paul’s Cathedral last month, and like everything for which the Cathedral authorities are
responsible, was marked by the greatest reverence and care, to the minutest detail, both of the actual ceremonial and the music The Cathedral choir was
largely augmented by members of the choirs of the Chapel Royal, St. James’s, the Temple Church, &c., the instrumental part being sustained by a full
orchestra and the organ.

As has long been customary at these festivals, the service opened with the ‘In Memoriam’ Overture by Sir A. Sullivan, the performance on this occasion
being particularly fine. The Canticles were sung to the setting by Henry Smart in B flat, the orchestral accompaniment being a special and impressive
feature.

But the outstanding event, musically, was the anthem which had been specially written by Sir Hubert Parry, the subject chosen (Psalm 46: ‘God is

our Hope and Strength’) being evidently congenial to the composer. The work abounds in impressive moments, of which may be mentioned the
introduction, and the first entry of the voices p, followed by a fine crescendo; also the harmonic change at ‘into the midst of the sea’ The pp entry

of the voices, the chord growing downwards at each successive entry on the words but God hath showed His voice, makes a profound appeal by its
unexpectedness, and is nothing short of an inspiration. ‘Be still, then’ is another notable section, betraying the unerring instinct and fertile resource of
the composer. Mention must here be made, too, of the bass solo, so finely sung by Mr. Greeves Johnson, of the Cathedral choir, who showed a thorough
knowledge of his subject, and very considerable dramatic power.

The service concluded with Beethoven’s ‘Alleluia; from the ‘Mount of Olives. We wish to make special acknowledgment of the labour so earnestly
bestowed upon this and so many similar occasions by Sir George Martin. Few know anything of the endless round of detail involved in the preparation
of such a service. There are the preliminary correspondence, which is necessarily very heavy, the sectional rehearsals, the choir and hand seating, the
provision of copies, &c. It remains to be said that with the exception of the anthem, which was conducted by the composer, the service was directed by
Sir George Martin, and that the organ was finely played by Mr. Charles Macpherson. The occasion will be memorable to all who had the good fortune to

be present.
Source: The Musical Times, Vol. 54, No. 844 (Jun. 1, 1913), p. 383

THE FESTIVAL OF THE SONS OF THE CLERGY

The Festival of the Sons of the Clergy, like so many later festivals, was conceived as a charitable meeting. Its aim, as expressed in a charter granted

by Charles II on 1 July 1678, was to assist ‘ such of the widdows and Children of Loyall and Orthodox Clergiement as are poore and indigent. When
on 8 November 1655, a service was held in St. Paul’s Cathedral, the ‘Sons of Ministers, then solemnly assembled could scarcely have foreseen that
their presence would be tantamount to the founding of a new musical institution. The occasion was probably the origin of all music festivals, and in
particular of those ‘oratorio’ festivals which formed such important landmarks in Victorian music-making. It remained the only festival of its kind for
more than fifty years, when the Three Choirs began their annual meetings.

Source: The Musical Times, Vol. 97, No. 1357 (Mar., 1956), L.G.D. Sanders, pp. 133-135




GOD IS OUR HOPE AND STRENGTH

C. Hubert H. Parry

Anthem for Double Choir, Bass Solo & Orchestra

Psalm 46
Verses 1-3 & 6-10
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