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The “renaissance” in English music is generally agreed to have started in the late Victorian period, beginning roughly in 1880,
and was most notable for compositions by C.V. Stanford, C. Hubert H. Parry, Edward Elgar, Henry Walford Davies, Harold
Darke and others. Public demand for major works in support of the annual choral festivals held throughout England at that
time was considerable which led to the creation of many large scale works for orchestra with soloists and chorus. Although a
number of those works found their way into print and are regularly performed today, a considerable number of compositions,
both large-scale and more intimate works, are not available. These works either were never published or were published but
are no longer available in the publishers’ catalogues. While the existence of these works is documented in biographies of the
composers, the ability to study and, most importantly, to perform these compositions is not possible.

Changes in the International copyright laws in the mid-1970’s played a pivotal role in creating this void, opening a significant
number of musical compositions to public access. As a result, music publishers lost the ability to generate revenue from

the sale/rental of such music. Performance score inventories of these works were eliminated. In addition, for many
compositions, the only published material were vocal scores - full scores and orchestra parts were hand notated for the
premiere of a work and then were ‘recycled’ for future performances. While full score autograph manuscripts are now
accessible through the major music libraries in the UK, the hand-notated parts have long since been lost. These autograph
full score manuscripts along with copies of the published vocal scores are now the only resources available for studying and
performing these works.
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o Provide open Internet access to the scores to facilitate study, performance and sharing of
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contained in the manuscripts. Because of the passage of time and its effect on the condition of the manuscript, the absence
of clear information often times by the composer in notating divided instruments, and with emendations in the composer
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Henry Walford Davies was born in the Shropshire town of Oswestry close to the
border with Wales. He was the seventh of nine children of John Whitridge Davies
and Susan, née Gregory, and the youngest of four surviving sons. It was a musical
family: Davies senior, an accountant by profession was a keen amateur musician,
who founded and conducted a choral society at Oswestry and was choirmaster of the
local Congregational church. Two of his other sons, Charlie and Harold, later held
the post of organist at the church; the latter was professor of music at the University
of Adelaide from 1919 to 1947. In 1882 Walford was accepted as a chorister at St
George’s Chapel, Windsor, by the organist, Sir George Elvey.

When his voice broke in 1885 Davies left the choir and later that year was appointed
organist of the royal chapel of All Saints, Windsor Great Park and was secretary to
Elvey’s successor, Walter Parratt, and Dean (later Archbishop) Randall Davidson.
At this time British universities, including Cambridge, awarded “non-collegiate”
music degrees to any applicant who could pass the necessary examinations. Davies
entered for the Cambridge bachelor of music examinations in 1889, but his exercise
(a cantata, “The Future”, to words by Matthew Arnold) was not accepted. With

the encouragement of Charles Villiers Stanford, professor of music at Cambridge, Davies made a second attempt; it was
successful, and he graduated in 1891.

Students pursuing the Bachelor of Music degree were required to submit an Exercise (or ‘free composition’) conforming to
a rubric that had been largely the norm in Britain since the early nineteenth century. This was a choral work with either
sacred or secular text including an accompaniment of string orchestra, a five-part choir and soloist(s). The form of the
work was essentially the choice of the student, but it had to demonstrate proficiency in writing for strings and voices (both
accompanied and unaccompanied), and certain forms were demanded such as an aria for solo or soloists, a partsong or
motet and a five-part fugue. “On the Morning of Christ’s Nativity” follows this form. Given the fact that the composer
concluded his manuscript with the notation “January 18, 1891 HWD? it is logical to conclude that this work was the free
composition’ required for his degree and for which he successfully graduated in 1891. Other examples of ‘free composition’
exercises by prominent British composers include Ralph Vaughan Williams 1894 “Vexilla Regis”, Harold Darke’s 1914
“How Lovely are Thy Dwellings Fair” and John Ireland’s 1908 “Psalm 42 - Like as the Hart”.

In 1890 Davies was awarded a scholarship in composition at the Royal College of Music (RCM), London, where he was

a student until 1894. His teachers there were Hubert Parry and (for a single term) Stanford for composition, and W. S.
Rockstro (counterpoint), Herbert Sharpe (piano) and Haydn Inwards (violin). While still at the RCM he was organist of
St George’s Church, Campden Hill, for three months, and St Anne’s Church, Soho for a year until 1891, when he resigned
for health reasons. In the following year was appointed organist of Christ Church, Hampstead; he remained there until
1897, holding the post in tandem for the last two years with an appointment from 1895 as teacher of counterpoint at the
RCM in succession to Rockstro, a post that he held until 1903. He considered resigning the post in 1896, when he failed
the counterpoint paper in the Cambridge examinations for the degree of Doctor of Music; he was successful at his second
attempt, and the doctorate was conferred in March 1898.

In May 1898 Davies was appointed organist and director of the choir at the Temple Church in the City of London, a post
he retained until 1923. With this appointment, in the view of his biographer, Jeremy Dibble, Davies began to be seen as a
prominent figure in British musical life. As an organist he became well known both as a soloist and as a teacher — the most
celebrated of his pupils being Leopold Stokowski. As a conductor he directed the London Church Choir Association
(1901-13) and succeeded Stanford at the Bach Choir (1902-07).

As a composer Davies achieved his most substantial success in 1904, with his cantata “Everyman”, based on the
15th century morality play of the same name. His friend and biographer H. C. Colles wrote, “[TThe music itself
was not like anything he had written before or would write again. “Everyman” was tumultuously received, and in
the next few years given by every choral society in the country which aimed at a standard of firstrateness” During
the First World War Davies joined the Committee for Music in War Time under Parry’s chairmanship, organised
concerts for the troops in France and musical events for the Fight for Right movement. In 1918 he was appointed
director of music of the Royal Air Force, with the rank of major. He established the RAF School of Music and two
RAF bands, and composed the “Royal Air Force March Past”, to which a slow “trio” section was later added by his
successor, Major George Dyson. Since 1930 Walford Davies’ “Solemn Melody” has been one of the permanent
selection of national airs and mourning music performed on Remembrance Sunday at The Cenotaph, Whitehall.

Sources: https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Walford_Davies and Bruce Phillips (1995)
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EXCERPTS FROM

ON THE MORNING OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY

John Milton 1608-1674

INTRODUCTION & ARIA - Page 3

This is the month, and this the happy morn,
Wherein the Son of Heaven’s eternal King,
Of wedded maid and Virgin Mother born,
Our great redemption from above did bring;
For so the holy sages once did sing,

That he our deadly forfeit should release,
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace.

Say, Heavenly Muse, shall not thy sacred vein
Afford a present to the Infant God?
Hast thou no verse, no hymn, or solemn strain,
To welcome him to this his new abode,
Now while the heaven, by the Sun’s team untrod,
Hath took no print of the approaching light,
And all the spangled host keep watch in squadrons bright?

See how from far upon the Eastern road

The star-led Wisards haste with odours sweet!

Oh! run; prevent them with thy humble ode,

And lay it lowly at his blessed feet;

Have thou the honour first thy Lord to greet,

And join thy voice unto the Angel Quire,

From out his secret altar touched with hallowed fire.

THE HYMN - Page 15

It was the winter wild,

While the heaven-born child

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies;
Nature, in awe to him,

Had doffed her gaudy trim,

With her great Master so to sympathize:

No war, or battail’s sound,

Was heard the world around;

The idle spear and shield were high uphung;
The hooked chariot stood,

Unstained with hostile blood;

The trumpet spake not to the armed throng;
And Kings sat still with awful eye,

As if they surely knew their sovran Lord was by.

But peaceful was the night

Wherein the Prince of Light

His reign of peace upon the earth began.

The winds, with wonder whist,

Smoothly the waters kissed,

Whispering new joys to the mild Ocean,

Who now hath quite forgot to rave,

While birds of calm sit brooding on the charmed wave.

VI

VIII

IX

XII

XIT

XIV

XV

The stars, with deep amaze,

Stand fixed in steadfast gaze,

Bending one way their precious influence,

And will not take their flight,

For all the morning light,

Or Lucifer that often warned them thence;

But in their glimmering orbs did glow,

Until their Lord himself bespake, and bid them go.

The Shepherds on the lawn,

Or ere the point of dawn,

Sat simply chatting in a rustic row;

Full little thought they than

That the mighty Pan

Was kindly come to live with them below:
Perhaps their loves, or else their sheep,

Was all that did their silly thoughts so busy keep.

When such music sweet

Their hearts and ears did greet

As never was by mortal finger strook,

Divinely-warbled voice

Answering the stringed noise,

As all their souls in blissful rapture took:

The air, such pleasure loth to lose,

With thousand echoes still prolongs each heavenly close.

Such music (as ’tis said)

Before was never made,

But when of old the Sons of Morning sung,

While the Creator great

His constellations set,

And the well-balanced World on hinges hung,

And cast the dark foundations deep,

And bid the weltering waves their oozy channel keep.

FUGUE - Page 53

Ring out, ye crystal spheres!

Once bless our human ears,

If ye have power to touch our senses so;

And let your silver chime

Move in melodious time;

And let the bass of heaven’s deep organ blow;
And with your ninefold harmony

Make up full consort of the angelic symphony.

For, if such holy song

Enwrap our fancy long,

Time will run back and fetch the Age of Gold;

And speckled Vanity

Will sicken soon and die,

And leprous Sin will melt from earthly mould;

And Hell itself will pass away,

And leave her dolorous mansions of the peering day.

And Heaven, as at some festival,
Will open wide the gates of her high palace-hall.



INTRODUCTION & ARIA

“This is the month, and this the happy morn”
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THE HYMN

It was the winter wild”

«

Allegro moderato.
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