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Act I, Scene II. - The Children

In the Palace of the King. Meshullemeth and the King’s Children

Children

O motbher, tell us once again
The story of our people:

How God brought Israel forth
From Egypt’s bonds of old,
And led them to this land.

Meshullemeth

My children, He is Israel's God no more!
His courts are desolate and still,

His altars are profaned;

His people seek Him not.

Children

Yet are there some that still serve Him,

And trust in His love and mercy,

And, if we entreat Him, will He not pardon
For the sake of our fathers, whom He so loved.

Meshullemeth

Alas! my children, great cause hath He for anger.
His temples have they defiled;

His word have they contemned;

The deeds that He did for them have they forgotten,
And requited His love with scorn.

Yet once again will I tell to you the old familiar story,
So, when I pass away,

Ye too shall tell unto your children

The lovingkindness of our God.

BALLAD

Long since in Egypt’s plenteous land
Our fathers were oppressed;
But God, whose chosen folk they were,
Smote those who long enslaved them there,
And all their woes redressed.

The Red Sea stayed them not at all,
Nor depths of liquid green;

On either hand a mighty wall

Of waters clear rose high at His call,
And they passed through between.

In deserts wild they wandered long,
They sinned and went astray;

But yet His arm to help was strong,

He pardoned them, though they did wrong,
And brought them on their way.

At last to this good land they came,
With fruitful plenty blest;

Here glorious men won endless fame,

Here God made holy Zion’s name,
And here He gave them rest.

Children

O may we neer forget what He hath done,
Nor prove unmidful of His love,

That, like the constant sun,

On Israel hath shone,
And sent down blessings from above.

THE MUSICAL TIMES

AND SINGING-CLASS CIRCULAR
Vol. 29, No. 547 (September 1, 1888), pp. 521-522

NEW WORKS AT BIRMINGHAM

The Festival performances at Birmingham on the 28th ult.,
and three following days, took place too late in the month
for notice in our present issue, but it is possible to give some
account of the novelties produced.

We turn, first, to Dr. Hubert Parry’s Oratorio, “Judith; or,
The Regeneration of Manasseh” The libretto of this work is
by the composer himself, and consists partly of rhymed verse,
partly of passages either taken from the Bible or written in
Biblical diction. Its merits are, of course, open to discussion
without waiting for a performance of the accompanying music,
but we refrain; as we do from expressing any opinion upon
Dr. Parry’s authority for establishing an intimate connection
between the story of Judith, the destroyer of Holofernes, and
that of the idolatrous, but finally repentant King, Manasseh.

The book is divided into two “Acts” and an Intermezzo:
the acts being sub-divided each into three scenes. When
the action begins it is laid in the Valley of Hinnom, where
Manasseh and the people are gathered for the worship, with
fiery sacrificial rites, of the god Moloch, whose name is given
to the opening scene.

The second scene presents a great contrast. It is laid,
presumably, in the Palace of Manasseh, and opens with a
dialogue between the Queen, Meshullemeth (contralto), and
her children; the subject being God’s mercy to Israel in times
past, and the present apostacy of His people. As this proceeds
the Queen sings a formal air, “Long since, in Egypt’s plenteous
land,” followed by a short trio for the mother and her two boys.
The music of all this is studiously simple alike in theme and
accompaniment. It may be urged that the melodies, if not
absolutely commonplace, lack special distinctiveness, but they
have an effect of truth to the situation and circumstances such
as is, perhaps, better than originality. Of one thing we may be
very sure—the dialogue of the Queen and her sons will meet
with instant acceptance at the hands of the general public.

THE MUSICAL TIMES

AND SINGING-CLASS CIRCULAR
Vol. 29, No. 548 (October 1, 1888), pp. 600-601

BIRMINGHAM MUSICAL FESTIVAL

The programme of Wednesday morning opened with Dr.
Hubert Parry’s new Oratorio “Judith, or the Regeneration of
Manasseh,” concerning which, by the way, the Birmingham
public seemed to feel no more than a mild curiosity. They
know the composer better now, and on the next occasion,
probably, will experience a quickened interest. Dr. Parry
was present, but preferred to leave his work in the hands of
Dr. Richter, who loyally did his best to secure an adequate
representation, and most certainly succeeded. Let it promptly
be stated that the excellencies largely outnumber and outweigh
the blemishes, which, indeed, can be dismissed in little space.
The set airs, perhaps, are open to the general criticism of
lacking in some measure a striking distinctiveness of melody,
and there is a question, with regard to a few of them, whether
abbreviation would not be an improvement.

With regard to the first part, embracing the “Moloch”
worship and the touching scene in the palace for the Queen
and her children, justice demands an almost unqualified
verdict of approval, and the critical eye sees evidence of rare
descriptive and dramatic power, capable, it may be, of eminent
service in another place. Noticeable, too, is it that Dr. Parry
obtains his effects in the orderly and elevated manner proper to
oratorio, the resemblance, so far, between “Judith” and “Elijah”
being quite marked. I regard this as important in connection
with the fact that throughout the part of the Oratorio more
immediately under review, the music, structurally, pictorially,
and emotionally is equal to the demand of each and every
scene. It is broad and highly coloured where necessary,
strongly and truthfully suggestive always, and at times instinct
with a touching tenderness. On the one hand, the music of
the priests and worshippers of Moloch; on the other, that of
the Queen and her boys are examples that fix themselves in
the memory. The last-names, coming in the midst of the grim
Moloch worship, is made doubly welcome by its gentleness and
naiveté.

Notwithstanding the points to which attention has been
directed with a view to revision, I hail “Judith” as a distinct
success, won in the grand old fashion, and as a promise of
further good from the same source.
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