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“Girl with a Dove” by Charles Joshua Chaplin, 1868
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The “renaissance” in English music is generally agreed to have started in the late Victorian period, beginning roughly in 1880.
Public demand for major works in support of the annual choral festivals held throughout England at that time was
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Although a number of those works were engraved, printed and are regularly performed today, performance scores for a
considerable number of compositions, both large-scale and more intimate works, are not available. These works were either
never engraved or were engraved and printed but are no longer available in the publishers’ catalogues. While the existence of
these works is documented in biographies of the composers, the ability to study and, most importantly, to perform these
compositions is not possible.

Changes in the International copyright laws, coupled with changing musical tastes, played a pivotal role in creating this void.
As a result, music publishers lost the ability to generate revenue from the sale/rental of such music. In 1964, holograph and
copyist scores from both Novello and from publishers it represented were offered to the British Library and the Royal College
of Music Library (see The RCM Novello Library — The Musical Times, Feb. 1983 by Jeremy Dibble ).

These autograph full score manuscripts along with copies of engraved vocal scores, widely available through various online
library sources, are now the only resources available for studying and performing these works.

The English Heritage Music Series has been created to ensure that these compositions are preserved, are accessible for
scholarly research and, most importantly, are available for performance by future generations. Its mission is to:

o Source non-engraved/out-of-print English composer compositions that are in the U.S. public domain

o Preserve these compositions through the preparation of performance scores using notation software

o Provide open Internet access to the scores to facilitate study, performance and sharing of performance material
(program notes, audio, reviews, etc.)

In preparing the English Heritage Music Series editions, every effort has been made to adhere strictly to the notation
contained in the manuscripts. Because of the passage of time and its effect on the condition of the manuscript, the absence of
clear information often times by the composer in notating divided instruments, and with emendations in the composer and
other hands resulting from use of the manuscript in performance, there were numerous circumstances which required
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When sleep descends on mortals
And the dew lies on the flowers,
The stars peep through night's portals
In the still and quiet hours,

We dance in fairy circlets

To the music that we love -

The murmur of the rippl'ing lake,
The cooing of the dove,

The murmur of the rippl'ing lake,
The cooing of the dove.

The cooing, the cooing,

Coo, co0, €00, €00,

Coo, co0, c00, coo0,

Coo, co0, €00, €00,

We dance in fairy circlets

To the music that we love,
Dance, we dance in fairy circlets,

Dance, we dance, we dance, we dance.

When the stars faint light is paling
Before the ruddy dawn,

In golden shallops sailing

We fly before the morn.

Then couched in ferns and mosses
We list the sounds we love,

The music of the rippl'ing lake,
The cooing of the dove,

The music of the rippl'ing lake,
The cooing of the dove.

The cooing, the cooing,

Coo, co0, €00, €00,

Coo, co0, €00, €00,

Coo, co0, €00, €00,

We dance in fairy circlets

To the music that we love,

Dance, we dance in fairy circlets,

Dance, we dance, we dance, we dance.
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