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“The Burning Fiery Furnace” by George Jones, 1832

DANIEL 3:23 - 25

23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his
counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said
unto the king, True, O king.

25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no
hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.
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The “renaissance” in English music is generally agreed to have started in the late Victorian period, beginning roughly in 1880.
Public demand for major works in support of the annual choral festivals held throughout England at that time was

considerable which led to the creation of many large scale works for orchestra with soloists and chorus.

Although a number of those works were engraved, printed and are regularly performed today, performance scores for a
considerable number of compositions, both large-scale and more intimate works, are not available. These works were either
never engraved or were engraved and printed but are no longer available in the publishers’ catalogues. While the existence of
these works is documented in biographies of the composers, the ability to study and, most importantly, to perform these

compositions is not possible.

Changes in the International copyright laws, coupled with changing musical tastes, played a pivotal role in creating this void.
As a result, music publishers lost the ability to generate revenue from the sale/rental of such music. In 1964, holograph and
copyist scores from both Novello and from publishers it represented were offered to the British Library and the Royal College
of Music Library (see The RCM Novello Library - The Musical Times, Feb. 1983 by Jeremy Dibble ).

These autograph full score manuscripts along with copies of engraved vocal scores, widely available through various online
library sources, are now the only resources available for studying and performing these works.
The English Heritage Music Series has been created to ensure that these compositions are preserved, are accessible for

scholarly research and, most importantly, are available for performance by future generations. Its mission is to:

o Source non-engraved/out-of-print English composer compositions that are in the U.S. public domain
o Preserve these compositions through the preparation of performance scores using notation software
o  Provide open Internet access to the scores to facilitate study, performance and sharing of performance material

(program notes, audio, reviews, etc.)

In preparing the English Heritage Music Series editions, every effort has been made to adhere strictly to the notation
contained in the manuscripts. Because of the passage of time and its effect on the condition of the manuscript, the absence of
clear information often times by the composer in notating divided instruments, and with emendations in the composer and
other hands resulting from use of the manuscript in performance, there were numerous circumstances which required

interpretation and decisions for notes, accidentals, dynamics, articulations and tempi.

Should questions arise in the use of these editions, the composers” autograph manuscripts and the Novello vocal scores should

be consulted for clarification.
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PART II.
( ON THE PLAIN OF DURA )

Among the crowds assembled on the plain are three Jews of influence - Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, who denounce all idolatrous
worship. Refusing to obey the orders of the King, they are dragged before him, and, at his command, are cast into a furnace ; but to
the King’s amazement, they remain unharmed by the flames. He calls them forth, and joins the assembled multitude in praising the
true God, who alone can work such miracles.

No. 7 — CHORUS OF ASSYRIANS

Chorus of Assyrians Bel! Great is thy name, among all gods most honoured thou.
With fuller hand thou givest back the gifts we bring to thee.
Kingship be thine over gods and men,
High thy commands, unconquered thy sword,
Tremble thy foes over all the earth !

( From an Assyrian Inscription )

The Three Children As for the images of the heathen, they are but silver and gold : even the work of men’s hands.
They have mouths, and speak not ; eyes have they, but they see not.
They have ears, and yet they hear not ; neither is there any breath in their mouths.
They that make them are life unto them ; and so are all they that put their trust in them.

( Psalm 135: 15, 16,17, 18)

Chorus of Assyrians Bel! Great is thy name !
Kingship be thine over gods and men. (The King and Assyrian Warriors enter)
O king, live forever. Thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion
to the end of the earth.
( Daniel iv: 22)

No. 8 — THE HERALD AND CHORUS OF ASSYRIANS

Herald To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, that at what time ye hear the sound of
musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that the king hath set up ; and whoso falleth
not down and worshippeth, shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

( Daniel iii: 4,5,6 )

Chorus O king, live for ever : thy greatness is grown and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the
ends of the earth.

( Daniel iv: 22)

No. 9 — INSTRUMENTAL INTERLUDE AND CHORUS

Assyrian Worshippers Bel! Great is thy name !

( Daniel iv: 22)

No. 10 — THE KING, THE THREE CHILDREN & SEMI-CHORUS OF ASSYRIANS

Semi-Chorus O king, live for ever. There are certain Jews whom thou set over Babylon, Ananias, Azarias and
Misael ; these men, O king, have not regarded thee ; they serve not thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast set up.

The King Is it true ? Do ye not serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up ? Now if
ye fall down and worship well ; but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the
midst of a burning fiery furnace ; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hand.

The Three Children Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, we will not
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

( Daniel iii: 9, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18 )

No. 11 — CHORUS

Then was the king full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against the men ; therefore he spake,

and commanded that they should heat the furnace seven times more than it was wont to be heated.
And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind and cast them into the furnace.
Then these three men were bound, and cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

( Daniel iii: 19, 20, 21 )

Semi-Chorus of Jewish Women O daughter of Babylon, wasted with misery ; yea, happy shall he be that
rewardeth thee as thou hast served us.

(Psalm 137:8)



No. 12 — THE THREE CHILDREN

Azarias Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers ; Thy Name is worthy to be praised and glorified for

evermore ;

For Thou art righteous in all the things that Thou hast done to us : yea, true are all Thy works, Thy
ways are right, and all Thy judgments truth.

For we have sinned and committed iniquity, departing from Thee.
in all things have we trespassed, and not obeyed Thy commandments, nor kept them, neither
done as Thou hast commanded us, that it might go well with us.

And now we cannot open our mouths, we are become a shame and reproach to Thy servants, and
to them that worship Thee.

Yet deliver us not up wholly, for Thy Name’s sake, neither disannul Thou Thy covenant :
and cause not Thy mercy to depart from us,

But in a contrite heart and humble spirit let us be accepted.

And now we follow Thee with all our heart ; we fear Thee, and seek Thy face.

Put us not to shame : but deal with us after Thy loving-kindness, and according to the multitude
of Thy mercies.

Deliver us also according to Thy marvelous works, and give glory to Thy servants hurt be ashamed ;

And let them be confounded in all their power and might, and let their strength be broken ;

The Three Children And let them know that Thou art Lord, the only God, and glorious over the whole world.
( Prayer of Azariah: 3,4, 6,7, 10, 11, 16, 18, 20, 21, 22 )

No. 13—SOPRANO SOLO AND SEMI-CHORUS

Ye are My witnesses and My servants whom I have chosen ; that ye may know and believe Me, and understand that
I am He ; before Me there was no God formed, neither shall be after Me.
I, even I, am the Lord ; and beside Me there is no Saviour.

( Isaiah xliii: 10 )

No. 14—INSTRUMENTAL INTERLUDE & CHORUS

And the King’s servants that cast them in ceased not to make the furnace hot with rosin, and pitch, tow and wood ;
So that the flame streamed forth high above the furnace ;
And it passed through and slew those whom it found about the furnace.

( Prayer of Azariah: 23, 24, 25)

No. 15 — SOLO

Soprano But the angel of the Lord came down into the furnace, and smote the flame of the fire out of the
furnace; And made the midst of the furnace as it had been a moist whistling wind, so that the
fire touched them not at all, neither hurt nor troubled them.
( Prayer of Azariah: 26, 27 )

No. 16 — THE KING, THE THREE CHILDREN, CHORUS OF ASSYRIANS AND JEWS

The King Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire ?
Chorus True, O King.
The King Lo ! I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; and the form

of the fourth is like the Son of God.
( Daniel iii: 24, 25 )

The Three Children Blessed art thou O Lord God of our fathers, and to be praised and exalted above all for ever.
And blessed is Thy glorious and holy name, and to be praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art Thou, in the Temple of Thy holy glory, and to be praised and exalted above all
for ever.
( Prayer of Azariah: 29, 30, 31)

The King Ye servants of the Most High God, come forth and come hither. Blessed be your God, who hat
sent His Angel, and delivered His servants that trusted in Him ; there is no other God that can
deliver after this sort.

Chorus There is no other God that can deliver after this sort.

( Daniel iii: 28, 29 )



No. 17—DOUBLE CHORUS

O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.
O ye heavens, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

O ye angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

O ye waters above the heavens, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.
O ye powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.
O ye sun and moon, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

O ye stars of heaven, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

O ye showers and dew, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

O ye winds of God, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

Praise the Lord upon earth ; ye dragons and all deeps ;

Fire and hail, snow and vapour ; wind and storm fulfilling His word.

O ye mountains and all hills ; fruitful trees and all cedars ;

O ye fowls of the air, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

O ye beasts and cattle, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

O ye children of men, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.

O ye priests of the Lord, bless ye the Lord praise and exalt Him above all for ever.
All that worship the Lord, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all for ever.
For His Name only is excellent, and His praise above heaven and earth.

Hallelujah !

( Prayer of Azariah and Psalm 148 )
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No. 7 - Chorus of Assyrians

"Bel ! Great is Thy Name !"
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No. 8 - The Herald & Chorus of Assyrians
"To You It is Commanded" - "O King, Live Forever !"
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No. 9 - Instrumental Interlude and Chorus of Assyrian Worshippers
" Bel ! Great is Thy Name !"
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