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The “renaissance” in English music is generally agreed to have started in the late Victorian period, beginning roughly in
1880. Public demand for major works in support of the annual choral festivals held throughout England at that time was
considerable which led to the creation of many large scale works for orchestra with soloists and chorus.

Although a number of those works were engraved, printed and are regularly performed today, performance scores for a
considerable number of compositions, both large-scale and more intimate works, are not available. These works were either
never engraved or were engraved and printed but are no longer available in the publishers’ catalogues. While the existence
of these works is documented in biographies of the composers, the ability to study and, most importantly, to perform these
compositions is not possible.

Changes in the International copyright laws, coupled with changing musical tastes, played a pivotal role in creating this void.
As a result, music publishers lost the ability to generate revenue from the sale/rental of such music. In 1964, holograph and

copyist scores from both Novello and from publishers it represented were offered to the British Library and the Royal College
of Music Library (see The RCM Novello Library – The Musical Times, Feb. 1983 by Jeremy Dibble ).

These autograph full score manuscripts along with copies of engraved vocal scores, widely available through various online
library sources, are now the only resources available for studying and performing these works.

The English Heritage Music Series has been created to ensure that these compositions are preserved, are accessible for
scholarly research and, most importantly, are available for performance by future generations. Its mission is to:

• Source non-engraved/out-of-print English composer compositions that are in the U.S. public domain
• Preserve these compositions through the preparation of performance scores using notation software
• Provide open Internet access to the scores to facilitate study, performance and sharing of performance material (program

notes, audio, reviews, etc.)

In preparing the English Heritage Music Series editions, every effort has been made to adhere strictly to the notation
contained in the manuscripts. Because of the passage of time and its effect on the condition of the manuscript, the absence
of clear information often times by the composer in notating divided instruments, and with emendations in the composer
and other hands resulting from use of the manuscript in performance, there were numerous circumstances which required
interpretation and decisions for notes, accidentals, dynamics, articulations and tempi. Should questions arise in the use of
these editions, the composers’ autograph manuscripts and the Novello vocal scores should be consulted for clarification.
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The The Golden LegendGolden Legend was first published in 1851.  The title was derived from the  was first published in 1851.  The title was derived from the 
epithet given to Voragine’s epithet given to Voragine’s Legends of the Saints, “Aurea Legenda,” Legends of the Saints, “Aurea Legenda,” which was said  which was said  
by its admirers to exceed all other books, as gold passeth in value all other metals.  by its admirers to exceed all other books, as gold passeth in value all other metals.  
So the story upon which this poem is founded “seems to me,” says Longfellow, in So the story upon which this poem is founded “seems to me,” says Longfellow, in 
his original note, “to surpass all other legends in beauty and significance.  It exhibits his original note, “to surpass all other legends in beauty and significance.  It exhibits 
amid the corruptions of the Middle Ages, the virtue of disinterestedness and self-amid the corruptions of the Middle Ages, the virtue of disinterestedness and self-
sacrifice, and the power of Faith, Hope, and Charity, sufficient for all the exigencies sacrifice, and the power of Faith, Hope, and Charity, sufficient for all the exigencies 
of life and death.”of life and death.”

The story was first told by a Minnesinger of the twelfth century, Hartmann von Aue, The story was first told by a Minnesinger of the twelfth century, Hartmann von Aue, 
in the poem entitled in the poem entitled Der Arme HeinrichDer Arme Heinrich.  The hero, a man of wealth and noble .  The hero, a man of wealth and noble 
birth, is suddenly stricken with leprosy, which he is told can only be cured by the birth, is suddenly stricken with leprosy, which he is told can only be cured by the 
sacrifice of the life of a maiden who may be willing to die for him.  This maiden is sacrifice of the life of a maiden who may be willing to die for him.  This maiden is 
found in the family of one of “Poor Henry’s” tenants, who receives him after the found in the family of one of “Poor Henry’s” tenants, who receives him after the 
world has cast him off.  Her offer to die for her lord is accepted, and they travel world has cast him off.  Her offer to die for her lord is accepted, and they travel 
together to Salerno, where the sacrifice is to be made.  But at the last moment together to Salerno, where the sacrifice is to be made.  But at the last moment 
Henry refuses to accept life at this price, is miraculously cured, and returns home Henry refuses to accept life at this price, is miraculously cured, and returns home 
with the peasant girl, whom he makes his wife.with the peasant girl, whom he makes his wife.

The The Golden LegendGolden Legend forms the second part of Longfellow’s  forms the second part of Longfellow’s Trilogy of ChristusTrilogy of Christus, of , of 
which which The Divine TragedyThe Divine Tragedy, or Life of Christ, is the first part, and , or Life of Christ, is the first part, and The New England The New England 
TragediesTragedies, a picture of modern Christianity, the third.  , a picture of modern Christianity, the third.  

from The Golden Legend, notes by Samuel Arthur Bent, Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1887from The Golden Legend, notes by Samuel Arthur Bent, Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1887



EVENING SONG*EVENING SONG*

O gladsome lightO gladsome light
Of the Father Immortal, Of the Father Immortal, 
And of the celestialAnd of the celestial
Sacred and blessedSacred and blessed
Jesus, our Saviour !Jesus, our Saviour !

Now to the sunsetNow to the sunset
Again hast thou brought us;Again hast thou brought us;
And, seeing the eveningAnd, seeing the evening
Twilight, we bless thee,Twilight, we bless thee,
Praise thee, adore thee !Praise thee, adore thee !

Father omnipotent !Father omnipotent !
Son, the Life-giver !Son, the Life-giver !
Spirit, the Comforter !Spirit, the Comforter !
Worthy at all timesWorthy at all times
Of worship and wonder !Of worship and wonder !

The Scene (Chapter II - A Room in the Farm-House) The Scene (Chapter II - A Room in the Farm-House) 
is at twilight with Ursula (mother) spinning and is at twilight with Ursula (mother) spinning and 
Gottlieb (father) asleep in his chair.  Their children, Gottlieb (father) asleep in his chair.  Their children, 
Elsie, Bertha and Max are at play in an outer room.  Elsie, Bertha and Max are at play in an outer room.  
Prince Henry is in his room overhead.Prince Henry is in his room overhead.

Ursula. Darker and darker ! Hardly a Ursula. Darker and darker ! Hardly a 
glimmer of light comes in at the window-glimmer of light comes in at the window-
pane ; Or is it my eyes are growing dimmer ? pane ; Or is it my eyes are growing dimmer ? 
I cannot disentangle this skein, nor wind it I cannot disentangle this skein, nor wind it 
rightly upon the reel. Elsie !rightly upon the reel. Elsie !

Gottlieb, Gottlieb, startingstarting. The stopping of thy . The stopping of thy 
wheel has wakened me out of a pleasant wheel has wakened me out of a pleasant 
dream. I thought I was sitting beside a dream. I thought I was sitting beside a 
stream,  and heard the grinding of a mill, stream,  and heard the grinding of a mill, 
when suddenly the wheels stood still, and a when suddenly the wheels stood still, and a 
voice cried " Elsie " in my ear ! It startled me, voice cried " Elsie " in my ear ! It startled me, 
it seemed so near.it seemed so near.

Ursula. I was calling her : I want a light. I Ursula. I was calling her : I want a light. I 
cannot see to spin my flax.  Bring the lamp, cannot see to spin my flax.  Bring the lamp, 
Elsie. Dost thou hear ? Elsie. Dost thou hear ? 

Elsie, Elsie, withinwithin. In a moment ! . In a moment ! 

Gottlieb. Where are Bertha and Max ?Gottlieb. Where are Bertha and Max ?

Ursula. They are sitting with Elsie at the Ursula. They are sitting with Elsie at the 
door. She is telling them stories of the wood, door. She is telling them stories of the wood, 
and the Wolf, and little Red Ridinghood. and the Wolf, and little Red Ridinghood. 

Gottlieb. And where is the Prince ?Gottlieb. And where is the Prince ?

Ursula. In his room overhead; I heard him Ursula. In his room overhead; I heard him 
walking across the floor, as he always does, walking across the floor, as he always does, 
with a heavy tread.with a heavy tread.

Elsie comes in with a lamp. Max and Elsie comes in with a lamp. Max and 
Bertha follow her ; and they all sing the Bertha follow her ; and they all sing the 
Evening Song on the lighting of the lamps.Evening Song on the lighting of the lamps.

•  Modelled upon the choral songs which originate in •  Modelled upon the choral songs which originate in 
the reformed church of Germany, to introduce a popular the reformed church of Germany, to introduce a popular 
element into the worship of the church and home.  Many element into the worship of the church and home.  Many 
of the tunes were adapted from old church music, while of the tunes were adapted from old church music, while 
others came from secular sources.  Choral songs had others came from secular sources.  Choral songs had 
played a great part among the early Germans on all the played a great part among the early Germans on all the 
important occasions of private and public life, in important occasions of private and public life, in 
receiving the bride and in burying the hero.  They receiving the bride and in burying the hero.  They 
comprised all the elements of lyric and dramatic poetry.  comprised all the elements of lyric and dramatic poetry.  
Such an adaptation to modern religious purposes was Such an adaptation to modern religious purposes was 
therefore natural.therefore natural.

from The Golden Legend, notes by Samuel Arthur Bentfrom The Golden Legend, notes by Samuel Arthur Bent
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