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Blow, blow, thou winter wind,
Thou art not so unkind
As man's ingratitude;
Thy tooth is not so keen
Because thou art not seen,
Although thy breath be rude.

Heigh-ho! sing heigh-ho! unto the green holly:
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly:
Then, heigh-ho! the holly!
This life is most jolly.

Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky,
Thou dost not bite so nigh
As benefits forgot:
Though thou the waters warp,
Thy sting is not so sharp
As friend remember'd not.

Heigh-ho! sing heigh-ho! unto the green holly:
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly:
Then, heigh-ho! the holly!
This life is most jolly.

"Blow, blow, thou winter wind" is a song sung by the character Amiens in William 
Shakespeare’s play As You Like It. It states that physical suffering caused by frost and winter 
winds is preferable to the inner suffering caused by man's ingratitude.

As You Like It is a pastoral comedy by William Shakespeare believed to have been written 
in 1599 and first published in the First Folio in 1623. The play's first performance is 
uncertain, though a performance at Wilton House in 1603 (the house having been a focus 
for literary activity under Mary Sidney for much of the later 16th century) has been 
suggested as a possibility.

As You Like It follows its heroine Rosalind as she flees persecution in her uncle's court, 
accompanied by her cousin Celia to find safety and, eventually, love, in the Forest of 
Arden. In the forest, they encounter a variety of memorable characters, notably the 
melancholy traveller Jaques, who speaks one of Shakespeare's most famous speeches ("All 
the world's a stage") and provides a sharp contrast to the other characters in the play, 
always observing and disputing the hardships of life in the country.
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Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind !
Horatio W. ParkerWilliam Shakespeare
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