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The “renaissance” in English music is generally agreed to have started in the late Victorian period, beginning roughly in 1880.
Public demand for major works in support of the annual choral festivals held throughout England at that time was
considerable which led to the creation of many large scale works for orchestra with soloists and chorus.

Although a number of those works were engraved, printed and are regularly performed today, performance scores for a
considerable number of compositions, both large-scale and more intimate works, are not available. These works were either
never engraved or were engraved and printed but are no longer available in the publishers’ catalogues. While the existence of
these works is documented in biographies of the composers, the ability to study and, most importantly, to perform these
compositions is not possible.

Changes in the International copyright laws, coupled with changing musical tastes, played a pivotal role in creating this void.
As a result, music publishers lost the ability to generate revenue from the sale/rental of such music. In 1964, holograph and
copyist scores from both Novello and from publishers it represented were offered to the British Library and the Royal College
of Music Library (see The RCM Novello Library – The Musical Times, Feb. 1983 by Jeremy Dibble ).

These autograph full score manuscripts along with copies of engraved vocal scores, widely available through various online
library sources, are now the only resources available for studying and performing these works.
The English Heritage Music Series has been created to ensure that these compositions are preserved, are accessible for
scholarly research and, most importantly, are available for performance by future generations. Its mission is to:

• Source non-engraved/out-of-print English composer compositions that are in the U.S. public domain
• Preserve these compositions through the preparation of performance scores using notation software
• Provide open Internet access to the scores to facilitate study, performance and sharing of performance material

(program notes, audio, reviews, etc.)

In preparing the English Heritage Music Series editions, every effort has been made to adhere strictly to the notation
contained in the manuscripts. Because of the passage of time and its effect on the condition of the manuscript, the absence of
clear information often times by the composer in notating divided instruments, and with emendations in the composer and
other hands resulting from use of the manuscript in performance, there were numerous circumstances which required
interpretation and decisions for notes, accidentals, dynamics, articulations and tempi.

Should questions arise in the use of these editions, the composers’ autograph manuscripts and the Novello vocal scores should
be consulted for clarification.
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Ode to the sea
Laurence Binyon

1897

No. 1—OVERTURE

No. 2—CHORUS

Mother of immemorial desire,
That murmurest around our spirits lone
In waves of trembling or tumultuous choir,
Wooing for ever to the dear unknown :
O wider than our widest dream,
O deeper than the deeps of our despair,
What mighty darkness dost thou clothe in gleam !
What terror hide within thy slumber fair !
When on the mountain the young wind is born,
And the sun steps into the radiant sky,
Thou meetest laughing the sweet breeze of morn,
Expanding blue thy broad immensity.
In busy haven and by rocky steep,
Thou callest up the sons of men from sleep ;
Thy glittering waves their hearts arouse,
And the bold ships with eager prows,
Leaning upon their wings to race
The rushing wind in joyful chase.
Thou openest thine arms, immortal sea,
A world wherein to triumph and be free.
But lo !  At last the drooping day
Sinks down to burn upon the western bay,
And sighing to the winds to cease,
Thou turnest from thy mirth to peace.
A wonder of the setting light
Thou weavest, and a mystery bright
Is with the evening breezes blown,
As to the longing heart of night
In falling and returning tone
Along thy shores thou callest from thine own.

No. 3—SOLO AND CHORUS

Fearful and vast thy darkening waters heaved
When Danäe from home
Cast with her child upon the alien foam,
Nor friend, nor hope perceived.
The frail chest quivers to the smiting wave ;
She clasps her baby closer in despair :
Cold with the spray and wet
Is blown her floating hair.
As one embarked upon her grave,
The pale stars mock her in their station set.
But soft, the waters wild
That cradle rocking, lull her aching heart.
Now smiles the slumbering child,
Now from the mother too
Terror and pain depart,
And she to the murmuring tides
And happy sleep, her tremulous hope confides.
At last the sun arises on the blue,
And drifted by conspiring streams,
The helpless bark to haven rides.
From night and slumber, Danäe
Uplifts her wondering eyes to see
The wondering fisherman with gentle eyes
Beholding her ;  the waters dance
With songs of laughter and with peaceful glee
To welcome her, and sorrow flies
In the sweet morning’s glance.

No. 4—CHORUS

Mother of England, ‘twas to thee of yore
The dreadless Northmen, our forefathers brave,
Their venturous keels committing, said farewell to home.
Timidly the coast no more
Embracing, the barren brightness and the bitter foam
Of the endless heaving waste,
With shouts as for battle they faced,
Savagely rejoicing !  Thou
In the mid Atlantic, to try
Their hearts, from a blackened sky
Unchaining thy prowling surges,
Their white teeth shewing like wolves for their prey
Insatiate, howling, with angry crests,
Cruelly didst beset them :  They,
Matching untamable breasts
With the untamable tempest,
Onward resolved bore,
From thee to conquer a shore.
Then knewest thou thy children, then
The furious waters appeasing
Didst thou the light disclose again,
And the mariners’ labour easing,
Before their wonder-gladdened eyes,
In the midst of a sunset, a world unknown
With valley and mountain, fair and lone,
From the waters madest arise

No. 5—CHORUS

Out of the arméd night,
Where Holland lies out-worn,
Leaguered in hopeless fight,
Rises a cry forlorn.
“ Help !  Help !  in vain
We stem the ranks of Spain.
Our cities burn to the sky,
For bread our children cry,
Our women fight on the wall,
In vain our bravest fall,
We find but ashes cold and dark
To greet us home, and bodies stark.
We perish, and we will not yield :
Yet who will help us win the field ? “
Then thou didst hear their cry,
O Sea, and make reply.
They heard thee knocking,
Knocking at the gate,
At the gate of the land they heard :
They rose at midnight late,
They rose and obeyed thy word.
Then terrible entered in
Thy calm majestic tides.
And the ramparts stained with fruitless blood
The silent waters win ;
And the broad plain where cities stood,
A saviour fleet o’er rides.
The foe is pale with trembling and with dread,
He turns in haste to flee,
Yet knows not where to hide his head
From thy victorious march, O Sea !
No loud alarming drum,
No voice of trumpet spake
When thou in the night didst come
And armies break !

Thy brine is in our blood, thy breath is on our brows :
Death on thy mighty waters we espouse.
O sacred more than earthly grave,
And dearer for thy desolating wave,
Thou givest, thou hast also taken,
Who lullest in thy bosom deep 
Brave bodies, where no storms awaken
Our comrades’ and our fathers’ sleep.
England remembers, how shall she forget ?
The fatal ship, where side by side,
With joy for her, her children died
In ranks serenely set.
They who no mortal foe could fear,
To fate consenting proud,
Before thy conquering waters bowed.
They felt their glory and their haven near,
As through the drowning foam
They sank to thee, their home.

No. 7—CHORUS

O while around our shores thy waters shine,
Keep our hearts ever thine !
Thou hearest far away by lonely isles,
Where blue the pal-tree’s mirror smiles,
Or where the iceberg glimmers white
Across the frozen Arctic night,
Thou hearest in the ship boy’s song,
By all thy coasts our English tongue.
Mother, remember, thou didst make us free,
Thy children, who were born like thee
Untamable.  If thou our hearts inspire,
We shall not fail the unforgotten fire.
To thee we call who matchest all desire
With power and joy and divine liberty,
To thee we call, that radiant be
And daring as thy sleepless crests,
The eager spirit in our breasts !
We call.  And thou from shore to shore,
From Austral cape and ev’ry Indian bay,
Wherever English eyes behold thy spray,
And hear thy breakers roar,
Thou answerest in thy mighty voice,
And makest all our hearts rejoice.
Let England but to thee be true,
Nor pain nor death nor peril shall she rue.
Of one web woven is our life, O Sea,
Of strands of fear and sorrow and delight,
And married to thy wind’s and waters’ might,
The march and glory of our destiny.

No. 6—SOLO AND CHORUS

In England’s name again
We raise our joyful strain.
Strong champion upon freedom’s side,
How didst thou help us break the tyrant’s pride,
His terrible Armada rend,
And the great galleons, joyfully defied,
Amaze and scatter to the ocean’s end,
When the wild surge thy summons caught,
For England in her peril fought.
Guide thou our battle still,
With daring nerve our will !
Nor thou from us, nor we from thee
Can sever while we both are free,
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Meno mosso.

But lo! at last the droop ing day Sinks down to burn up on the west ern
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bay, And sigh ing to the winds to cease, Thou turn est from thy mirth to peace.
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A won der of the set ting light Thou wear est, and a mys tery bright Is with the eve ning breez es
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blown, As to the long ing heart of night In fall ing and re turn ing tone A long the shores thou call est from thine own.
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G.P.

barked, up on his grave; The pale

ad lib.

stars mock her, in their sta tion set.
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rall e dim Andante

div

a 2

1
2Fl.

1
2Ob.

1
2Cl. in B♭

1
2Bsn

1.2Hn in F

Hn in F 3

1.2Tpt in D

1
2Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Timp.

S. Solo

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.

�� �
�

�

�

� � �
�

�
�

�� �� �
�

�
�

� � �

�

� � � �

� �

� � �

62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69

63No. 3 - “Fearful and Vast”



� �

�

�

�

� � � � �
�

� � � � � �
�

� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �
�

�

�

�

� �
�

� � � � �
�

� � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
�

��
� � � �

�

�

�
�

� � �
�

�
� � � � � �

� � � � � �

�
� � � ��

��
�� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � �� � ��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �
�

� � � � �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

� �

� �

�

�
�

� �

� �

�

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

� �

�
�

�

� �

� �

� �

�

�
�

div.

1.

1.

2.

1.

2.

1
2Fl.

1
2Ob.

1
2Cl. in B♭

1
2Bsn
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Hn in F 3

1.2Tpt in D

1
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Hn in F 3

1.2Tpt in D

1
2Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Timp.

S. Solo

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.

�

� �

�

� �

� �

U

U

79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87

65No. 3 - “Fearful and Vast”



� �
�

�� � � � � � �

� �
�

�� � � � � � �

� �
� � �� � � � � � �

� �
�

�
� � � � � � �

�

�

�

�

�
� �

��
�

� � �

� �
�

�

�
�
� �

�

�
� �

��
�

� � �

� �

� �

� �
�

�
�

� �
� � � � �

�
�

�

� � � � � � �

�
� ��� � � � � � �

� �
�

�
� � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� �
�

��
�

�
�

�
�

� �
�
�

�
�

�
� � �

�
�

�
� � � �

�
� � �

�
�

�
� �

�
�

�

� �
�

�
�

�
�

� � � � � � � � � � � �
�

� � � �
�

�
�

� � � � � � � � � � � �
�
�

�
� � � � �

� �
�

��
�

�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�
� � � � � �

�
�

�
� � � � � � �

�
�

�
� � �

� �
�

�
�
�

�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�
� � � � � �

�
�

�
� � � � � � � � � � �

�
�

�
� � � � �

� �
�

�
� � � � � � �

� �
�

�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� �
�

�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� �
�

�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� �
�

�� � � � � � �

� �
�

�� � � � � � �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

� �

� �

�

�
�

� �

� �

�

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

� �

�
�

�

� �

� �

� �

�

�
�

- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

soft, the wa ters wild That cra dle rock ing, lull her ach ing heart, Now smiles the slum b’ring child,

soft, the wa ters wild That cra dle rock ing, lull her ach ing heart, Now smiles the slum b’ring

soft, the wa ters wild That cra dle rock ing, lull her ach ing heart, Now smiles the slum b’ring

soft, the wa ters wild That cra dle rock ing, lull her ach ing heart, Now smiles the slum b’ring
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Adagio non troppo.

Out of the arm ed night, Where Hol land lies out worn,
Adagio non troppo.

1.

1.
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1.2Flute
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Then thou didst hear their cry, O Sea,
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� � = � Allegro
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bey’d thy word. Then ter ri ble en tered in Thy calm ma
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Hn in C

To Hn in C

a 2

a 2

1.
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gain We raise our joy ful strain, In Eng land’s name We raise our joy ful strain, Strong cham pion
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gain We raise our joy ful strain, In Eng land’s name We raise our joy ful strain, Strong cham pion

gain We raise our joy ful strain, In Eng land’s name We raise our joy ful strain, Strong cham pion

1.

a 2

a 2

1
2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1
2Cl. in A

1
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1.2Hn in D

Hn in D 3

1.2Tpt in D

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba
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S. Solo
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up on free dom’s side, How didst thou help us break the ty rant’s pride, help us break the
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a 2
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1
2Fl.

1
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1
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1
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1
2Hn in D

Hn in D 3

1.2Tpt in D

1
2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba
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S. Solo
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A.

T.
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Vln I
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Guide thou our bat tle still, With dar ing nerve our will! Nor thou from us, nor we from thee Can

Guide thou our bat tle still, With dar ing nerve our will! Nor thou from us, nor we from thee Can

Guide thou our bat tle still, With dar ing nerve our will! Nor thou from us, nor we from thee Can

Guide thou our bat tle still, With dar ing nerve our will! Nor thou from us, nor we from thee Can
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B. Tbn.
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sev er while we both are free, Thy brine is in our blood, thy breath is on our brows, Death on thy might y wa

sev er while we both are free, Thy brine is in our blood, thy breath is on our brows, Death on thy

sev er while we both are free, Thy brine is in our blood, thy breath is on our brows,

sev er while we both are free, Thy brine is in our blood, thy breath is on our brows,
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B. Tbn.
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Tranquillo.

ters, on thy might y, might y wa ters we es pouse.

might ty wa ters on thy might y wa ters we es pouse.

Death on thy might ty, might y, might y wa ters we es pouse.

Death on thy might y wa ters we es pouse.
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Andante.
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est, thou hast al so tak en, Who lull est

grave, And dear er for thy de so lat ing wave, Thou giv est, thou hast al so tak en, Who lull est

grave, And dear er for thy de so lat ing wave, Thou giv est, thou hast al so tak en, Who lull est

grave, And dear er for thy de so lat ing wave, Thou giv est, thou hast al so tak en, Who lull est
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Allegro Moderato

in D, G

O while a round our shores thy wa ters flow, Keep our hearts, our hearts
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O while a round our shores thy wa ters flow, Keep our hearts
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1.2Tpt in D

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.

�

RR

RR

34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42

149No. 7 - “O While Around Our Shores”



� � �

�
� � � � � � � �

�
�

�
�

�

�
� � � � � � � �

�
�

�
�

�

�

� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��

�

�
� � � � � � � � � � �

�
��� �

� � �
�

�

�
�� � � � � � � � � �

��
� � � � �

�
�

� � � ���
� � �

�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� �

� � � � �
� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�

� � � � � � � � � � � �

�
� �� � � � � � � � � � � �

�

�� � � � � � � � � �
�

�
�

�
�

� �

� � � � � �
� � � � � � � �

� �

� � � � � �
� � � �

� � � �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

� �

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

� �

�
�

�
�

�

�

� � �

�

�
�

� �

� �

�
�

Closed

con sord.

con sord.

con sord.

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - - - -

where the ice berg glim mers white A cross the fro zen Arc tic night,

where the ice berg glim mers white A cross the fro zen Arc tic night

where the ice berg glim mers white A cross the fro zen Arc tic night,

where the ice berg glim mers white A cross the fro zen Arc tic night,
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er re mem ber, thou didst make us free, Thy chil dren, who were
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born like thee Un tam a ble.
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