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The “renaissance” in English music is generally agreed to have started in the late Victorian period, beginning roughly in 1880.
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compositions is not possible.

Changes in the International copyright laws, coupled with changing musical tastes, played a pivotal role in creating this void.
As a result, music publishers lost the ability to generate revenue from the sale/rental of such music. In 1964, holograph and
copyist scores from both Novello and from publishers it represented were offered to the British Library and the Royal College
of Music Library (see The RCM Novello Library – The Musical Times, Feb. 1983 by Jeremy Dibble ).

These autograph full score manuscripts along with copies of engraved vocal scores, widely available through various online
library sources, are now the only resources available for studying and performing these works.
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scholarly research and, most importantly, are available for performance by future generations. Its mission is to:
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There can be little doubt that Mr. Cowen's setting of 
Collins' poem, "The Passions," is as a whole the 
strongest choral work he has yet given us.  The 
various pictures which the poet conjures up in rapid 
succession afford an opportunity for varied and 
suggestive descriptive music that is in Mr. Cowen's 
very happiest vein.  His success, too, is by no means 
partial.   One would expect him to be at home with 
"Cheerfulness, a nymph of healthiest hue," and so 
indeed he is;  but he is at least equally happy in his 
treatment of Revenge, which shows genuine power.  
The four-part writing marks in many places an 
advance, one instance being the passage in which 
"Pale Melancholy" appears on the scene, while the 
well wrought peroration that begins with the 
apostrophe "O Music, sphere-descended maid," 
brings the work to a grandiose conclusion.  Mr. 
Cowen's graceful and appropriate use of the 
orchestra need not be insisted on, for it is nothing 
new; but it must be said that it adds greatly to the 
suggestiveness and charm of the work.  The Ode, 
which is for chorus only, and takes twenty-five 
minutes in performance, was sung and played with 
really admirable spirit, and, like Stanford's Te Deum, 
showed what could be got out of band and chorus by 
a practised and energetic conductor.
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fined ; Till once, ‘tis said, when all were

fined ; Once, ‘tis said, when all were

fined ; Till once, ‘tis said, when all were

accelerando Più mosso. � = 92
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1.2Fl.

1Ob.

C. A.

1
2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1
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1.2Hn in E

3
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1.2Tpt in C

1.2Tbn.
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D. B.
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They snatched her in stru ments of sound ;
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force ful art, Each, each, for mad ness rul’d, for mad ness rul’d the hour, Each would prove his

Each, for mad ness rul’d, for mad ness rul’d the hour, Each would prove his
poco accelerando

B. Tbn.
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1.2Fl.

1
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Molto moderato. � = 66

[Muta E in D & B in B♭]

own ex pres sive power.

own ex pres sive power.

own ex pres sive power.

own ex pres sive power.

Molto moderato. � = 66

Hn in F

Cl. in B♭

a 2
a 2

B. Tbn.

a 2

a 2
a 2

a 2 a 2

a 2 a 2
a 2

a 2

2.

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1
2Hn in E

3.4Hn in F

1.2Tpt in C

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.
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Hp
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D. B.
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First Fear, his hand, its skill to ry, A mid the chords be wil dered laid, And back re coiled, he knew not why, E’en at the

First Fear, his hand, its skill to try, A mid the chords be wil dered laid, And back re coiled, he knew not why, E’en at the

a 2 a 2
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1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in F

3.4Hn in F

1.2Tpt in C
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[in G, B♭ & D]

Next An ger rushed ; his eyes on fire, In light nings owned his

sound him self had made. Next An ger rushed ; his eyes on fire, In light nings owned his

Next An ger rushed ; his eyes on fire, In light nings owned his

sound him self had made. Next An ger rushed : his eyes on fire, In light nings owned his

1.

B. Tbn.

a 2

a 2
a 2

a 2

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1
2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in F

3.4Hn in F

1.2Tpt in C

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.
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T.
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a 2

a 2

1.2Fl.

1
2Ob.

1.2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in F

3.4Hn in F

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.
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a 2

a 2

a 2

4.

a 2

1.2Fl.

1
2Ob.

1.2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in F

3.4Hn in F

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.
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S.
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sol emn, strange, and min gled air ; ‘Twas sad by

sol emn, strange, and min gled air ;

‘Twas sad,

‘Twas sad

sad
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by

a 2 a 2

B. Tbn.

a 2

3.

a 2

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1
2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1
2Bsn

1.2Hn in F

3
4Hn in F

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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fits, by starts

by starts ‘twas wild.

B. Tbn.

a 2

a 2

3. a 2

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in F

3
4Hn in F

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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Andante molto tranquillo.  � = 60

[muta B♭ in B♮ & G in F♯ ]

Andante molto tranquillo.  � = 60

1.

B. Tbn.

a 2 1.

2.

a 2

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in F

3Hn in F

4Hn in F

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
� � � �

158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165
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But thou, O Hope, with eyes so fair, What was thy de light ful mea sure ? Still it whis pered pro mised

but thou, O Hope, with eyes so fair, What was thy de light ful mea sure ?

poco rall. a tempo

Hn in E
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1
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plea sure, And bade the love ly scenes at dis tance hail ! Still would her touch the

Still it whis pered pro mised plea sure, And bade the love ly scenes at dis tance hail !

1.

a 2 a 2
a 2

a 2
a 2

a 2 1.

1.

1.

2.

1.2Fl.

1
2Ob.

1
2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1
2Bsn

1
2Hn in F

3
4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.

� �

172 173 174 175

25Ode to the Passions



�

� �
�

�

� ������������

�

�

�
� ��

�
�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�

�
� �

�
�

� �
�

�
�

�
� �

� � �� �
�
��
�

��
�

�� � � � � �

�

� �

�
�

�

�

� � �
�

�
�

� �

�
� � � � �

�
�

� � � �
� � �

�
� � �

�
� �

�

�

� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

�

� �

�
� � � � � � �

�

�
� �

� � �
�

� �

�
� � � � � � �

�

�
� �

� � �
� � �

�
� � � � � � � �

�

�
� �

� �
� �

� � ��
�
��� � �

�

��
�

� �
�
��� �

� � � �

�

� � � �
�

�
�

�
�

� � �
�

�
�

� �

��
� �� �

�
�� � ��

�
�
�
� � � ��

� �� � �
�

�
� �

� � �

� � � �

� � � �

� � � �

� � � �

� � � �

� � � �

� �

� �
� � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

�

�
�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

�

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

�
�

�
� �

�
� � � � �

�
� �

�
�

�
�

� �

�
� �

�
� �

�
� � � �

�
� �

�
�

�
� �

�
�
� �

� �
� �

� �
�

� �
�

� �
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
� � �

�
�

� � �
�

�
�

�
� �

�
� �

�
� �

�
�

�
�

�
�

� �
�

�
� � �

�
�

�
�

�

� � � �

� � � �

�

�
�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� �

�
� �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� �

� �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�
�

� � � �
� �

� � � � �

�

� �
� �

� � �
� � � �

� �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

�
� � � �

� � � � �
� �

� �
�� � �� � �� ��

�
�� � �� � �� ��

�

�

� �
�

� � � � �
�

� � � � �
�

� � � � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � �

� �
� �

� �
�

�
�
�

� � �
�

� � �
�
�

� �
�

� �
�

� � � �
� � �

�
�

�
�

� � �
�
�� � � �

�
�� � �

� � � �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

� �

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

� �

� �

� � �

� �

� �

�

�

�

� �

�
� �

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

div.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

unis. pizz.

- -

-

strain pro long ; And from the rocks, the woods, the vale, She called on E cho still,

Still would her touch the strain pro long ; And from the rocks, the woods, the vale, She called on
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she called on E cho still, and from the vale, she called on E cho still, Through all the song ;

E cho still, she called on E cho still, she called on E cho still, Through all the song ;
1st Tenors [a few voices only]
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And, where her theme she chose, her sweet est them she chose, A soft voice,

And, where her sweet est theme, her theme she chose, and, where her sweet est theme, her theme she chose, there

A soft re spon sive voice, was heard at ev ‘ry close, a voice,

1.

1.

2.

1.

2.

1.

2.

a 2 a 2

1
2Fl.

1
2Ob.

1
2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1Hn in F

2Hn in E

3
4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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D
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Pochissimo più lento. (� = 100)

A soft re spon sive voice was heard at ev ‘ry close, And Hope smiled, en chant ed

A soft re spon sive voice was heard at ev ‘ry close, And Hope smiled, en chant ed

a soft voice was heard at ev ‘ry close,

Pochissimo più lento. (� = 100)

1.

1.

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1
2Bsn

1Hn in F

2Hn in E

3
4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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Come Ima � = 60

smiled, smiled, and waved her gold en hair.

smiled, smiled and waved her gold en hair.

Come Ima � = 60

1.

1.

3.

4.

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1Cl. in B♭

2Cl. in B♭

B. Cl. in A

1
2Bsn

1Hn in F

2Hn in E

3
4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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Allegro deciso. � = 92

[in D, B & F♯ ]

And long er had she sung ;

And long er had she sung ;

Tenor [Tutti]

But, with a

But, with a
Allegro deciso. � = 92

Hn in E

Hn in E

a 2

1.

4.

3.

1
2Fl.

1
2Ob.

1Cl. in B♭

2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1
2Bsn

1Hn in F

2Hn in E

3
4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

G.C.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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wild un al tered mien, While each strained ball of sight seemed burst ing, burtst ing from his head.

wild un al tered mien, While each strained ball of sight seemed burst ing, burst ing from his head.

wild un al tered mien, While each strained ball of sight seemed burst ing, burst ing from his head.

wild un al tered mien, While each strained ball of sight seemed burst ing, burst ing from his head.
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1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in E

3.4Hn in E

1
2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
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1
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B. Cl. in A
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3
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poco rall. Molto Lento quasi Adagio. � = 40

poco espressivo

poco rall. Molto Lento quasi Adagio. � = 40

C. A.
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1Ob.
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1.2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1
2Bsn

1.2Hn in E
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With eyes up raised, as one in

With eyes up raised, as one in
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- - - - -

- - - - - - - -

spired, Pale Mel an cho ly sat re tired ; And, from her wild se ques tered seat, In notes by

spired, Pale Mel an cho ly sat re tired ; And, from her wild se ques tered seat, her wild seat, In notes by

spired, Pale Mel an cho ly sat re tired ; From her wild seat, her wild seat, In notes so

spired, Pale Mel an cho ly sat re tired ; And, from her wild, her wild se ques tered seat, In notes, by
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dis tance made more sweet, Poured thro’ the mel low horn her pen sive soul : And,

dis tance made more sweet, Poured thro the mellow horn her pen sive soul : And,

sweet, so sweet, Poured thro’ the mel low horn her pen sive soul :

dis tance made more sweet, Poured thro’ the mel low horn her pen sive soul :
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dash ing soft from rocks a round, Bub bling run nels joined the sound ;

dash ing soft from rocks a round, Bub bling run nels joined the sound ;
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Through glades and glooms the min gled mea sure

Through glades and glooms the min gled mea sure

Through glades and glooms the min gled mea sure
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ing, Love of peace, and lone ly mus ing, In hol low mur mrs died a way.
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bow a cross her shoul der flung, Her bus kins gemmed with morn ing dew, Blew an in spir ing

bow a cross her shoul der flung, Her bus kins gemmed with morn ing dew, Blew an in spir ing

bow a cross her shoul der flung, Her bus kins gemmed with morn ing dew, Blew an in spir ing air,

bow a cross her shoul der flung, Her bus kins gemmed with morn ing dew,

a 2

1.

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1
2Hn in E

3
4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

Tri.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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�
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359 360 361 362 363 364
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air, that dale and thick et rung, The hunt er’s call, to faun and dry ad

air, that dale and thick et rung, The hunt er’s call, to faun and dry ad

that dale and thick et rung, The hunt er’s call, to faun and dry ad

a 2

1.

a 2

a 2

a 2

1.2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1
2Hn in E

3
4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

Tri.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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365 366 367 368 369 370
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known !
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known !

1.

a 2 a 2 1.

a 2

a 2 a 2

1Fl.

2Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in E

3.4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

Tri.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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371 372
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374 375 376
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[muta G in A]

Picc.

1.

1.

2.

1.

1Fl.

Picc.

1
2Ob.

1
2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1
2Bsn

1.2Hn in E

3
4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

Tri.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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J

J
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Sport leapt up, and seized his beech en spear, leapt up, and seized his beech en spear.

Sport leapt up, and seized his beech en spear, leapt up, and seized his beech en spear.

hear ; Sport leapt up, seized his spear, leapt, and seized his beech en spear.

hear ; Sport leapt up, and seized his apear, Sport leapt up, seized his spear.
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2.

B. Tbn.

Tba

a 2

1.

2.

a 2

a 2

a 2

1Fl.

Picc.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in E

3.4Hn in E

1
2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

Tri.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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a 2

a 2
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a 2

a 2

1Fl.

Picc.

1.2Ob.

1
2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1
2Bsn

1.2Hn in E

3.4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

Tri.

Hp

S.

A.

T.

B.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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Last came Joy’s ec sta tic tri al :

Last came Joy’s ec sta tic tri al :

Last came Joy’s ec sta tic tri al :

Last came Joy’s ec sta tic tri al :

Tri.

B. Tbn.

Tba

a 2
a 2

1.

1.

1Fl.

Picc.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1.2Hn in E

3.4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
Tba

Timp.

Tri.

Hp

S.

A.
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He, with vi ny crown ad vanc ing, First to the live ly pipe his

He, with vi ny crown ad vanc ing, First to the pipe his hand, his

He, with vi ny crown ad vanc ing, First to the live ly pipe, his
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1Fl.

Picc.

1
2Ob.

1
2Cl. in A

B. Cl. in A

1.2Bsn

1
2Hn in E

3.4Hn in E

1.2Tpt in E

1.2Tbn.

B. Tbn.
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Tri.
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hand ad drest ; But soon he saw the brisk a wak ‘ning
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hand ad drest ; But soon he saw the brisk a wak ;ning
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vi ol, Whose sweet en tranc ing voice he loved the best ;

vi ol, Whose sweet en tranc ing voice he loved the best ;

vi ol, Whose sweet en tranc ing voice he loved the best ;

vi ol, Whose sweet voice he loved the best ;
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They would have thought who heard the strain

They would have thought who heard the strain They

They would have thought who heard the
� = � L’istesso tempo
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1Fl.
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To some un wea ried min strel danc ing, While his fly ing fin gers
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[muta A in F♯ ]

kissed the strings, while his fin gers kissed the strings,

while his fly ing fin gers kissed the strings, Love framed a gay fan tas tic round ;

while his fin gers kissed the strings, Love framed with Mirth a gay fan tas tic round ;

kissed the strings, while his fin gers kissed the strings,
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