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SIR HUBERT PARRY’S
‘THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN.

Robert Browning’s ‘The Pied Piper of Hamelin’*
is the twentieth choral work with which the
Director of the Royal College of Music has enriched
English art, and, though his first ‘humorous’ cantata,
it is one of his very best. Humorous it is almost
throughout, and if one passage even touches the
burlesque (of which more anon), the nature of
Browning’s poem, with its rich fun in the way of
jingling rhymes and rattling rhythms, must be
held responsible. The new cantata may be
said to occupy amongst Sir Hubert's works a
place analogous to that of ‘Die Meistersinger’
amongst Wagner’s operas, by which we do
not mean to lay ourselves open to the charge of
foolishly comparing a little choral piece with one of
the most stupendous emanations of the human brain
in the whole realm of Art. But this ¢ Piper’ has about
it something of the sunny cheerfulness and genial
warmth of Wagner’s only comic opera and, like that
matchless masterpiece, it is not without its touches of
pathos and deep seriousness. Moreover, as ‘Die
Meistersinger’ 1s pre-eminent amongst Wagner’s
operas as an inexhaustible fount of melody, so the
‘Piper’ is the most consistently tuneful of all Sir
Hubert’s works. That it is not less masterly in con-
ception and workmanship because it is ‘only a
humorous cantata,’ goes without saying in the case
of a musician to whom native art is indebted for an
unique sequence of dignified and ennobling choral
utterances.

The work, which runs on without a break, is built
upon a number of tuneful and straightforward diatonic
subjects, such as Sir Hubert loves to write. In fact,
the whole cantata might be put forward as a protest
against modern chromaticism and over-elaboration ;
as a diatonic antiseptic to counteract what thoughtful
judges of contemporary music may well consider a
tendency to decay. The ingenuity displayed in
dissecting the subject-matter and building up page
after page with the fragments without incurring the
charge of monotony, is worthy of close study and
minute analysis.

Sir Hubert plunges very much iz medias res by
starting with the rat catastrophe ! A bustling Vivace
opens the orchestral introduction, and in the second
bar we meet a swirling semiquaver passage which
in the course of the cantata suggests the rodents’ fatal
header into the river Weser :

. The above passage is immediately succeeded by a
jovial tune, to a variation of which later on the
opening line of the poem is set :

No. 2. Vivace.
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Fragments of several themes connected with the
‘ Piper’ follow—e.g., a sequential passage showing
at @ the four semiquavers of Ex. I :
No. 3. Vivace.

This, which is energetically whipped along for some
time, makes way for a fresh idea :

Vivace.
e e

-

No. 4.

The little figure of three notes (@) plays a very
important part in the cantata from the point where
the ¢ Piper’ appears on the scene.

A dignified melody of much charm, and suggestive
of an old-time ballad :

No. 5. Vivace.
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leads up to the entry of the chorus, which runs along
right merrily until it explodes, #; on the word  Rats !’
This introduces a semiquaver figure, which stands,
no doubt, for the ravenous rodents :

(Bass.) my

The groups of four descending semiquavers show in
embryo, rhythmically transformed, the chief theme of
the Piper (vide Ex. 9).

* Produced at the Norwich Musical Festival, too late for a notice of
the performance in the present issue of THE MusicaL TIMEs.
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When the enraged inhabitants of long-suffering
Hamelin flock to the Town Hall to rouse up official
incompetence to a sense of its duty, and

At this the Mayor and Corporation
Quaked with a mighty consternation,

Sir Hubert provides rich fun for both executants and
listeners. His declamation (always one of his strong
points) could not be more forcible. But ¢let not your
angry passions rise,’ the orchestra seems to sing; and
the contrast between the impatient energy thrown
into the voice-parts and the good-natured jollity of the
accompan-ing instrumental phrase (suggestive, no
doubt, of the too easy-going Corporation):
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is highly diverting. We almost see the worthy, or
rather unworthy, councillors cower before the excited
gesticulations of the mob :
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Note the threatening octave jumps, which are much
in evidence when the situation suggests a possibility of
the actors in the drama coming to blows.

The Mayor’s speech is accompanied by the ‘quaking’
semiquaver figure of Ex. 8, and the voice-part lends
itself to legitimate ‘comic’ interpretation. With the
entrance of the Piper (after four ‘gentle taps’ on the
drum and an affrighted #; ¢ Bless me, what’s that?’
by the Mayor), the music assumes a different
complexion. At first the Piper's two themes are
fragmentarily anticipated. By degrees they grow—
the while the chorus describes ‘the strangest figure,’
and he makes his offer to rid the town of rats—until,
at the words ‘Into the street the Piper stept, the
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Great and excellent use is made of these two ideas,
and more especially of the voice theme, in the
instrumental accompaniment to the next chorus
describing the exodus of the vermin. The orchestra
is kept tremendously busy suggesting, by means
of countless sfaccato semiquavers and a rousiny,
prolonged crescendo, the muttering and grumbling and
rumbling and tumbling as the rats rush to their
doom. Then the fatal plunge (to bar 2, Ex. 1) and
the first strain of Chopin’s Funeral March strikes our
astonished ear. A burlesqued version, vzvace, of that
famous melody follows, and with a rapid, jubilant,
demisemiquaver flourish we are hurled into a short
but merry, jig-like movement, while the people are
‘ringing the bells till they rocked the steeple’ :

Vivace. -
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The three-note fragment (see Ex. 4«) of the ¢ Piper’
theme recurs, as a persistent accompaniment figure,
with the humble protagonist’s return to receive his
reward ; but when the Mayor commences his mean,
provoking speech, we have a delightful orchestral
phrase which hits off the mock dignity of that pompous
person to a nicety :

No, 11,
CHorus. Bass, ——o P
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tunes are combined with the following very charming m— |
result (compare the second bar of the vocal melody :_—htﬂﬂ_ T
with Ex. 4) : s ~—o————o——'—_—t.3__ f —=
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d In - to the street the Pi - _ per stept, I'—
5 e, o e e Passing over the angry speech, ¢ No trifling ! I can’t
;:—_—5@’&52;_—:_&#;—_-—;_ F | wait, which is uttered vIvacissimo in two-four time with
> many rapid quaver triplets, as if the ‘ Piper’ could not
P - get his scornful words out fast enough, we arrive, vid
the Mayor’s strongly-declaimed insults, at the point,

“Once more he stept into the street, whence the
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chorus remains in possession of the field to the end of
the work. For eight bars, in a tuneful strain, Zrangu:llo
e dolce, the voices are unaccompanied :

No. 12.
Tranquillo e dolce.
B ——

Once more he stept  in - to the street; And to his lips a-gain
— -

the openmg of the ‘wondrous portal’ Given appro-

priately ¢ mystic ’ orchestration (the Full Score was not
available for this article), these expanding chords :
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‘call’ of two notes (f and g) is

then a soft oboe
heard, and ten times repeated as the sole accom-
paniment, an effect as strangely poetic as it is

daringly simple. Soon, however, we become aware

that the aforesaid ‘call’ was intended to foreshadow
the following rhythmic metamorphosis of the ‘ Piper’
theme :

and that the poet’s lines—

And ere he blew #47ee notes (such sweet
Soft notes as yet musician’s cunning
Never gave the enraptured air),

‘

debarred our most painstaking composer from giving
us more than these Zwo notes of the theme until he
arrived at :

There was a rustling, that seemed like a bustling
Of merry crowds justling, at pitching and hustling, &c.

Sir Hubert has dealt lovingly with the famous
description of the children gathering and pressing
eagerly after the wizard Piper. Voices and instruments
are busier than ever, the latter chiefly with the various
forms of the ‘Piper’ theme, or fragments thereof
(e.£s Ex. 4a). The favourite device of six quavers in
the voice parts against eight semlquavers in the
orchestral 1s used with excellent effect at ¢ Tripping
and' skipping,’ &c., and the movement is worked up
in the most exhllaratmg fashion. The notes of
Chopin’s Funeral March, which also accompanied the
drowning of the rats, are "heard again (an expedient of
doubtful value, surely !), as if to presage the coming
tragedy. They appear as a counterpoint below a
minor version of the ‘Piper’ theme, and serve
momentarily to hush the warbling choir. But the
orchestra soon gets back to #; and the chorus lags not
behind,—

When lo ! as thsy reached the mountain’s side,
A wondrous portal opened wide.

These suggestive lines have generated the most
beautiful page in Sir. Hubert’s work : a descriptive
passage which almost brings before our mind’s eye

et
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should introduce a feeling of real solemnity into the
work. Nor is the new mood allowed henceforth to be
absent. In fact, the music becomes more and more
impressive until theend. Yetmore metamorphoses—
rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic, of the ‘Piper’
theme—supply material for some of the remaining
pages, until at the line ‘And on the great church
window’ the chorale-like theme, Ex. 5, appears with
noble effect, and leads to an impressive orchestral
peroration, in which the ‘Piper’ theme plays an
important part :
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Thus concludes a work the varied charms of which
cannot possibly be made patent to the reader in a
short analysis. The composer’s music is of such
splendid texture, and it is all so much of a piece, that
to quote a few bars here and there is almost a
sacrilegious proceeding for which it is necessary to do
exceeding great penance. The work must be studied
as a whole ; or, better still, it must be heard. It is
destined to give delight to all who are not yet
hopelessly blind to beauty in simple raiment. Was it
not Brahms who, near the end of his great life, sadly
remarked to a student: ‘My dear young friend, I
have throughout my life trled to be as simple as
Mozart, yet tried in vain’ A master understands
the almost paralysing difficulty of using simple means
nowadays in an individual way to a great and
impressive end. Sir Hubert Parry’s beautiful and
original ¢ Pied Piper’is emphatically the ¢ simple,’ but
in its way all but perfect work of a real master.

AJ]J



A pleasanter spei lyou never spied;
But, when begins my ditty,
Almost five hundred years ago,

To sce the townsfoll suffer so
‘ ]

From wvermin, was a pity.

] Washes its wall on the southern side :

e .
Lamelin Town's in

Brunswick,

By famous Hanover city;

The river Weser, deep and wide.
b b

’
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),l{als !
They fought the dogs and killed the cais,
And bit the babies in the cradles,
And ate the cheeses out of the vals,
And liciked the soup from the cooks own ladles,
Split open the kegs of salted sprats,
Made nests inside men's Sunday hats,
And even spoiled the women’s chats
By drowning their speaking
With shricking and squeaking
In fifty different sharps and flats.

1L,
«,ﬂt last the people in a body
To the Town Hall came
Jlocking :

“'Tis clear”, cried they, “our

Mayor's a noddy;
And as for our Corporction
— Shocking
To think we buy gowns
lned with ermine
For dolts that can’t or }
wor't determin
What's best to rid us of
our vermin!
You hope, because you're
old and obese,
To find in the furry civic
robe caser
Rouse up, strs! Give your
brains a racking
To find the remedy we're
lacking,
Or, sure as fate we'll send you
pa ck 1'7:"'\"‘ . >

CA 4

. y . act ) - -
At this the Mayor and Corporation At last - A

o » ) the people in a bod{ e
Quaked with a mighty consternazion. the people i body,

To the Town Hall came flocking.”
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1V,

J(/n hour they sat in counctl,

At length the Mayor

broke silence:

“For a guilder I'd my ermine

gown sell,
I wish I were a mile hence!
I'’s easy to bid one rack one’s brain —
I’m sure my poor head aches again,
lve scratched it so, and all in vain.
Ok for a trap, a trap, a trap!”
Fust as he said this, what should hap
At the chamber door but a gentle tap ?
“PBless us”, cried the Mayor, “what's that?”
(With the Corporation as he sai,
Looking little though wondrous jfat;
Nor brighter was his eye, nor wmoister
Than a too-long-opened oyster,
Save when at noon his paunch grew
THULLINOUS
For a plate of turtle green and glutinous)
“Only a scraping of shoes on the matr
Anything like the sound of a rat

Makes my heart go pit-a-pat!”




V.

“Come inl” — the Mayor cried, looking bigger:
And in did come the strangest figure!
His queer long coat from heel to head
Was half of yellow and half of red,
And he himself was tall and thin,
With sharp blue eyes, each like a pin,
And light loose haiv, yet swarthy skin,
No tuft on cheek nor beard on chin,
But lips where smiles went out and in;
There was no guessing his rith and kin:
And nobody could enough admire
The tall man and his quaint attive.
Quoth one: “It’s as my great-grandsire,
Starting up at the Trump of Doons tone,

Had walked this way from his painted tombstone!”

V1

:’He' advanced to the council-table:

And, “Please your honours”, said he, “I'm able,

By means of a secret charm, to draw
All creatures living beneath the sun,
That creep or swim or fly or run,

After me so as you never saw!

And I chiefly use my charm

On creatures that do
The wmole and toad and

And people call me the

people havm,

newt and viper;

Pied Piper.”




(And here they noticed round his neck
A scarf of red and yellow stripe,
To match with lis coat of the self-same cheque;
And at the scarf’s end hung a pipe;
And Jus fingers, they noticed, were ever straying
As of impatient to be playing
Upon this pipe, as low it dangled
Ouer his vesture so old fangled.)
“Yet” said he, “poor piper as I am,
In Tartary I freed the Cham,

Last Fune, from his
huge swarms
of gnats,

I eased in Asia
the Nizam
Of a monstrous
brood of
vampyre-bats :
And as for
what your

brain bewilders,

“A monstrous brood of Vampyre bats.*
VIL.

Into the street the Piper stept,
Smiling first a little smile,
As of he knew what magic slept,
In his quiet pipe the while,
Then, like a musical adept,
To blow the pipe his lips he wrinkled,
And green and blue his sharp eyes twinkled,
Like a candle-flame where salt is sprinkled;
And ere three shrill notes the pipe uttered,

You heard as if an army muttered

If I can rid
your town of rats
Will you grve
me a thousand
guilders ?”
“One? fifty
thousand!” —
was the
exclamation
Of the astonished
Mayor and

Corporation,




And the muttering grew to a
grumbling ;
And the grumbling grew to
a mighty rumbling :
And out of the houses the

rats came tumbling.

Great rats, small rats, lean rats,
brawny rats,

Brown rats, black rats, grey rats,

lawny rats,

Grave old plodders, gay
“Bless ye, my children.” young friskers,
Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins,
Cocking tails and pricking whiskers,
Lramilies by tens and dozens,
Brothers, sisters, husbands, wives —

Followed the Piper for thetr lives.

From street to street he
piped advancing,
And step for step they
Hollowed dancing,
Until they came to the
river Weser,
Wherein all plunged 7
and pervished!
— Save one who, stout
as Fulius Caesar,
Swam across and lived to carry
(As he, the manuscript
he cherished).

To Rat-land home lis

“Stout old Julius Cacsar.”

commentary :




Which was, “At the first shrill notes of the pipe,
I heard a sound as of scraping tripe,

And putting apples, wondrous ripe,

Into a cider-press’s gripe:
And a moving away of
pickle-tub-boards,
And a leaving ajar of conserve-cupboards,
And a drawing the corks of train-oil-flasks,
And a breaking the hoops of butter-casks:
And 1t seemed as if a voice
(Sweeter far than by harp or by psaltery
Is breathed) called out,
‘Oh rats, rejorce!
The world is grown to one
vast drysaltery!
So munch on, crunch on,
take your nuncheon,
Breakfast, supper,

dinner, luncheon!




And just as a bulky sugar-puncheon,
All veady staved, like a great sun shone
Glorious scarce an inch before me,
Just as methought it said, ‘Come, bore me!’

— 7 found the Weser rolling o'ev. me.”

VI

,You should have heavd the Hamebin people
Ringing the bells till they rocked the steeple.
“Go,” cried the Mayor, “and get long poles,
Poke out the nests and block up the holes!
Consult with carpenters and builders,
And leave in our town not even a trace
Of the rats!” — when suddenly, up the face
Of the Piper perked in the market-place,

With a, “First, if you please, my thousand guilders!”

1X.
L
cﬂ thousand guilders! The Mayor looked blue;

So did the Corporationg too.

For council dinners made rare havoc § '{7
Wath Claret, Moselle, Vin-de-Grave,
Hock;
And half the money would replenish
Their cellar’s biggest butt with
Rhenish,
1o pay this sum to a wandering fellow

With a gipsy coat of red and yellow!

“Beside,” quoth the Mayor with
a knowing wink,
“Our business was done at the
river's brink,

We saw with owr eyes the vermin sink,

“The Mayor
looked blue.”




And what's dead can’t come to life, I think.
So, friend, we're not the folks to shrink
From the duty of giving you something for drink,
And a matter of money to put in your poke ;
But as for the guilders, what we spoke
Of them, as you very well know, was in joke.
Beside, our losses have made us thrifty.

A thousand guilders! Come, take fifty!”

X.

,(/AJke Piper’s face fell, and he cried
“No trifling! [ can’t wait, beside!
lve promised to visit by dinner-time
Bagdat, and accept the prime
Of the Head-Cook's pottage, all he's rich in,
For having left, in the Caliph's kitchen,

Of a nest of scorpions no
And folks

SUFVIVOY :
who put me

With him I proved no

. . . m a passion
vargain-driver,

May find
me pipe after

another fashion.”

With you,
don’t think Il

bate a stiver!

“And folks who put me in a passion
May find me pipe after another fashion.”
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X1.
“How” cried the Mayor,
Insulted by a lazy ribald

With idle pipe and vesture piebald?

You threaten us, fellow ?

Blow your Pipe there till you burst!”

X11.

Unce more he stept into the street
And to his lIips again
Laid Jus long pipe of smooth straight cane:
And eve he blew three notes (such sweet
Soft notes as yet musician’s cunning
Never gave the enraptured air)
Lhere was a rustling that seemed like a bustling
Of merry crowds justling at pitching and hustling,
Small jeet were pattering, wooden snoes clattering.
Lattle hands clapping and little tongues chattering. .
And, like fowls in a farm-yard when barley is scattering,
Out came the children running.
All the litle boys and giris,
With rosy cheeks and Sfaxen curls,
And sparkling eyes and teeth like pearls,
Iripping ond skipping, ran merrily after
1he wonderful music with shouting and laughter.

X/1ii.

T e Mayor was dunb, and the Council stood
As of they were changed into blocks of wood,
Unable to move a step, or cry
To the children merrily skipping by
— Counld (l/‘,’/]' Jollote with the cye

That joyous crowd at tie Piper's back.

“d'ye think I brook

Being worse treated than a Cook?

Do your worst,




But how the Mayor was on the rack,
And the wretched Council’s bosoms beat,
As the Piper turned from the High Street
To where the Weser rolied its waters
Right in the way of their sons and daughters!
However he turned from South to West,
And to Koppelberg Hill hus steps addressed,
And after him the children pressed;
Great was the joy in every breast.
“He never can cross that mighty top!
He's forced to let the piping drop,
And we shall see our children stop!”

When, lo, as they reached the mountarn-side,

A wondrous portal opened wide,
As if a cavern was suddenly hollowed ;

And the Piper advanced and the children followed,

And when all were tn to the very last,
The door in the mountain-side shui fast.




Did I say, all? No! One was lame,
And could not dance the whole of the way;
And in after years, if you would blame
His sadness, he was used to say, —
“[Fs dull in our town since my playmates left!
[ carn’t forget that I'm bereft
Of all the pleasant sights they see, -
Whick the Piper also promised me. R
For lhe led us, he said, to a joyous land,

LN

Foining the town and just

at hand
Where waters gushed and
Jruit-trees grew
And flowers put forth a
fatrer hue,
And everything was strange
and new :
The sparrows were brighter
than peacocks here,
And their dogs outran our
fallow deer,
And honey-bees had lost

their stings,

,And dogs ,
outran

our 1}

fallow

deer'




" And horses weve born with eagles’ wings:
And just as I became assured
My lame foot would be speedily cured,
The music stopped and [ siood still,
And found myself outside the hill,
Left alone against my will,
1o go now limping as before,

And never hear of that country morel”

f”‘/ las, alas for Hamelin!
There came into many a burgher's paie

A text which says that leaven's gate




Opes to the rich at as easy rate

As the needle’s eye takes
a camel in!
The Mayor sent East, West,
North and South,
To offer the Piper, by word

of mouth,

Wherever it was men's lot

to find him,

Stlver and gold 1o /s hearts content,

If he'd only return the way he went,
And bring the children belund him.
But when they saw twas a lost endeavour,
And Piper and dancers were gone for ever,
They made a decree that lawyers never
Should think thetr records dated duly
If, after the day of the month and year,
These words did not as well appear,
WAnd so long after what happened here
On the Twenty-second of Fuly.
Thairteen hundred and seventy-six:’
And the better in mcinery to fir
The place of the childrei’s last retreat,
They called it, the Pied Piper’'s Street-—
Where any one playing on pipe or tabor
Was sure for the future to lose his labour.
Noy suffered they hostelry or tavern
To shock with mirth a street so solemn;
But opposite the place of thc cavern

They wrote the story on a column,




And on the great
church-windorw painted
The same, to make
the world acquainted
How their children were
stolen away,

And there it stands to this

y
very aay.




And I must not omit to say
That in Transylvania there's a tribe
Of alien people who ascribe
The outlandish ways and dress

On which their nerghbours lay such stress,

To therr fathers and mothers having risen

Out of some
Subtervaneous
prison

Into which

they where

trepanned
Long time

ago in a
mighty ‘band
Out of Hamelin

town in
Brunswick land,

But how or Zf//[yv

)

|

< \‘

& understand,

they don't




XV.
S

Do, Willy, let me and you be wipers
Of scoves out with all men—especially pipers!
And, whether they pipe us free from rats or fréom mice,

If we've promised them aught, let us keep our promise!




THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN.

Robert Browning. C. Hubert H. Parry.
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